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Wang ’21 Named 
Valedictorian

Tiffany Wen ’23
& Megan KuMar ‘24

Wang and Weaver will address the V Form before their graduation on June 6.

Kooistra Named 
Faculty Speaker

English Teacher Pier Kooistra H’14 
P’20 was chosen by the current Vth form 
students to address the class of 2021 on 
May 29 as this year’s honorary faculty 
speaker. Alongside teaching in the English 
department, Kooistra serves as the II Form 
Level Director. 

When reflecting upon his arrival at 
Lawrenceville in 2004, Kooistra mentioned 
fond memories of the School and his stu-
dents. He recalled how “everybody was so 
helpful…The hospitality of all of [his]] 
colleagues, especially [English Depart-
ment Chair] Miranda Christoffersen [P’14 
’18]…was just fascinating.” 

Reflecting on his favorite experiences at 
Lawrenceville, Kooistra cited “teamwork” as 
the core element in all of his best memories. 
“I am a Harkness Table addict,” he said. In 
particular, Kooistra stressed the importance 
of building relationships at Lawrenceville.  
“This is a place that is fundamentally about 
collectives, about drawing people into a col-
lective enterprise, and using collaboration 
to do the best work we possibly can.”

When asked about the V Form, Koo-
istra acknowledged the difficulties that 
they’ve had to face this year. “It’s been re-
ally difficult for them to have their final 
year at the School ripped away from them 
in so many respects. So many things that 
we’ve [usually] been able to do and have 
anticipated as givens just haven’t been in 
place this year,” he said. Despite these chal-
lenges, Kooistra also praised the V Form 
for how they’ve adapted. “But...They [have] 
responded with endless positivity…I get to 
spend a lot of time with these young people 
and their spirit of enterprise. Their deter-
mination to keep going and keep growing 
has just been massive, and they’ve done it 
with such generosity of spirit...in the work 
that they’ve done as prefects, student coun-
cil members, ropes course instructors, team 
captains, you name it.”

Commenting on Kooistra’s impact on 
her classroom experience, Sara Xu ’22 said, 
“[He] definitely influenced my passion 
for English and appreciation of Harkness 
learning by sparking interesting discus-
sions in class and supporting every student. 
I looked forward to each of his classes be-
cause of how engaging and interesting they 
were and enjoyed each text that we read.” 

Reflecting on the impacts of Covid-19 
on the past school year, Kooistra praised 
the faculty and students for their perse-
verance, thanking “campus leaders [Head 
of School Stephen] Murray [H’54 ’55 ’65 
’16 P’16 ’21], Deans [of Students Emilie] 
Kosoff [H’88 ’96 ’00 ’18 P’19] and [Blake] 
Eldridge [’96 H’12], [Dean of Academics 
David] Laws [P’21 ’23], [Dean of Faculty 
Chris] Cunningham [P’14 ’18] and the 
health and wellness staff, since all of their 
efforts have made it possible for us to spend 
at least the Fall and Spring Terms here on 
campus, and I’m so grateful for that.” 

Free Speech is Not a 
Cudgel 

Andrew Boanoh’ 23 breaks 
down why “social media 
companies cannot sit idly 
by, preventing the spread of 
hateful ideology.”
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Crew 
Takes On Mid-Atlantic 

Championships
 

Ethan Markel ’21 and 
Eric Morais ’21 recap 
Lawrenceville Crew’s pefor-
mance at last week’s Mid-
Atlantic Championship. 
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Chelsea Wang ’21 has been selected 
as the Valedictorian of the class of 
2021. Each year, Heads and Assistant 
Heads of Houses choose the Valedic-
torian from a group of V Formers who 
excel academically and participate 
actively in the Lawrenceville com-
munity. 

Wang is involved in many activities 
on campus; she is the President of the 
Gender and Sexuality Alliance, the 
President of the Young Democrats, 
and also the Co-founder and President 
of the Pan-Asian Alliance. Wang is 
also involved in many music groups, 
singing alto in The Lawrentians, 
Lawrenceville’s elite choir, and being 
the keyboardist for the student-led 
rock band The Disciples. Wang is the 
Editor-in-Chief of Prize Papers, an 
anthology that exhibits the highest 
quality IV Form writing, an editor 
for The Lit, Lawrenceville’s student 
literary journal, and the Co-founder 
and Managing Editor of Spectrum, a 
publication focused on Lawrencev-
ille’s LGBTQ+ community. She is 
also a Merrill Scholar, a selective 
program that provides V Formers with 
the opportunity to research literature 
over the summer.

V Form Level Director Jason 
Larson H’03 ’19, who directs the 
valedictorian selection process, said, 
“From humanities to STEM classes, 
[Wang] just knocked it out of the 
park.” (Larson had high praise for 
Wang.) “When speaking with the 
Heads of Houses, Larson commented 
that her name came up often and that 
“a lot of people feel that she’s the 
right person to give the [valedictory] 
address. She makes everyone in her 
classrooms better.”

When Larson called to notify Wang 
of her appointment as Valedictorian, he 
recounted that “she was a little taken 
aback but very appreciative and ready 
to take on the challenge.” 

Wang said, “I was completely 
shocked, to be honest. But after I got 
around it, I was very honored but also 
very humbled.” She felt that the title 
“feels like a validation of all my efforts, 
but at the same time, I don’t think it 
should mean as much as you would 
expect it to. I know what I’ve done and 
I know what I’ve accomplished. It’s an 
honor, but I should also be secure in 
my own knowledge of the validation 
of this award.”

Wang will give her valedictory 
address to the School community 
during Commencement on June 6. 
“I’m thinking of discussing the way 
that we are conditioned to see each 
other as competition and why we 
shouldn’t,” she said. 

When she first  arr ived at 
Lawrenceville, Wang  felt pressured to 
be involved in many things and admits 
that she piled a lot onto her plate. “I 
really learned to make sacrifices and 
cut back on things that I knew that 
I couldn’t maintain and that weren’t 
beneficial to me,” she said. While she’s 
“learned to build connections,...work 
hard, and have fun,” Wang said that 
“the most important thing I’ll carry 
with me is the friendships”.

Reflecting on her Lawrenceville 
journey, Wang said, “I’m really going 
to miss the community. I’m going to 
miss the acquaintances I say ‘hi’ to 
everytime I see them, even though I 
don’t have a personal connection to 
them. I’m going to miss having fac-
ulty so accessible and caring towards 
the students and all the tradition and 
pride that this community carries. 
[Lawrenceville has]really become a 
second home to me.”

Last Wednesday, John Weaver 
’21 was chosen as the 2021 
Aurelian Speaker by the V 
Form. The Aurelian Speaker is 
a class-voted student that best 
demonstrates sterling character, 
high scholarship, and forceful 
leadership as well as being held 
in high regard by their fellow 
Lawrentians. Weaver will address 
his classmates before commence-
ment on June 6.

On campus, Weaver serves as 
the Student Council’s Vice Presi-
dent of Academics. He is also 
on the Executive Council of the 
Alliance  of Black Cultures and 
was previously the Day Student 
Representative of the Kennedy 
House. In addition, Weaver has 
consistently demonstrated both 
academic excellence and a com-
mitment to community service 
as a High Honors student and 
a volunteer tutor for children 
at New Jersey HomeFront, re-
spectively.   

In addition to academic rigor, 
Weaver is also very involved in 
the school’s athletics and arts. A 
tri-varsity athlete, Weaver com-
petes on the soccer, indoor track, 
and baseball teams. Outside of 
the classroom,  he also writes for 
SNLville and has also produced 
several documentaries such as 
Fighting Corporate Confusion 
and Corruption: A Vision for a 
Cleaner Future, which focused 
on combating corrupt policies 
to stop climate change.

As Aurelian Speaker, Weaver 
hopes to deliver a message of 
inspiration in his address to the 
Class of 2021. Speaking on the 
V Form’s time at Lawrenceville, 

The Masks of 
Lawrenceville

Tesia Thomas ’22 and 
Luke Park ’24 rate the 
various masks worn on 
Lawrenceville’s campus. 
Find out what your mask 
says about you! 
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Courtesy of  The Lawrenceville School

LuKe ParK ’24

Weaver said, “Our class has been 
through a lot of ups and downs 
throughout the years [with] 
unique experiences that only we 
personally can relate to.” Reflect-
ing on his selection, Weaver said, 
“I feel really humbled and hon-
ored to be selected, and I hope 
that I can rise to the occasion and 
deliver a speech that the Class of 
2021 really deserves.”

Weaver also shared three im-
portant lessons learned during 
his time at Lawrenceville. He 
emphasized that Lawrentians 
should always capitalize on an 
opportunity to learn something 
new, saying that even if “it’s 
something that you haven’t been 
able to pursue in the past, go for 
it and really seize the moment 
and take advantage of every op-
portunity that you’re presented 
with.” Weaver also noted that 
“At Lawrenceville, I’ve had a 
lot of time commitments that 
have required me to be a bit 
more strategic in terms of how 
I’m planning to utilize my time.”

Weaver’s last major takeaway 
was that mistakes are an oppor-
tunity for growth rather than 
defeat. “Make sure to own your 
mistakes. [Be] able to rise from 
whatever mistake you make.”  

Weaver also had advice for 
underformers as they prepare 
to transition into their next year 
at Lawrenceville and into the 
Circle and Crescent Houses. 
“The House system is one of 
the best experiences I’ve had at 
Lawrenceville,” he said. “Build 
relationships, be sure to embrace 
it, go into it with a smile, be ready 
to make new friends, and hold on 
to those old friends that you’ve 
had as well.”  

ian Lee ’24

Weaver ’21 Named 
Aurelian Speaker 
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T his past Wednesday 
marked the tempo-
rary suspension of 

the House recycling program 
at Lawrenceville after animal 
and insect infestations were 
reported in a few Houses. As 
I loaded the recyclables onto 
the pickup truck for the last 
time, I felt a bit dejected that 
the recycling program that I 
have helped organize for the 
past year and a half was be-
ing temporarily discontinued. 
Yet while our program was a 
success, it was not a complete 
solution to the School’s waste 
issue. After reflecting on it, the 
recycling team members and 
I have learned a lot from our 
work. Rather than hyper-fix-
ating on promoting recycling, 
we should emphasize the im-
portance of the other two ‘R’s’ 
of sustainability: reducing and 
reusing. 

Recycling bins all around 
campus are currently being 
used just like trash cans. The 
recycling facility refused to 
accept a lot of our recycla-
bles because they were highly 
contaminated with garbage. 
Although certain programs 
conceived by the Sustainabil-

In the past year, the Lawrencev-
ille community has been shaken 
to its core by tragic events such 

as the murder of George Floyd and 
the anti-Asian shootings in Atlan-
ta spas. Students and faculty alike 
agreed that our community needed to 
rally together to address these events 
and the societal issues driving them, 
and rally we did. In a flurry, student 
leaders created projects such as “Let’s 
Talk About…” (LTA), the School or-
ganized Community Day workshops, 
and the administration launched 
VILLEage groups and helped nu-
merous vigils to honor the lives lost. 
And yet, despite the good intentions 
and significant amount of effort put 
into these initiatives, we have only 
scratched the surface in terms of is-
sues regarding race, gender, sexuality, 
and other diversity, equity, and in-
clusion (DEI) related topics. Rather 
disappointingly, conversations about 
these events dissipated in a mere few 
weeks. Upon reflection, it seems as 
though a lack of consistent commit-
ment from the community caused 
this lukewarm response; most of the 
new initiatives were optional, and 
the mandatory ones were met with 
opposition from students. Therefore, 
though the efforts up to this point 
have been steps in the right direction, 
a reassessment of the way we address 
DEI issues is imperative. 

Our current approach has definitely 
been effective to a certain extent. By 
organizing social events and creating 
fun, relaxed environments for conver-
sation, student initiatives have gar-
nered a large amount of support from 
the School community. LTA events, 
for example, have been a massive 
success, with numerous enthusiastic 
participants attending each session. 

Similarly, as unpopular as they might 
have been, VILLEage meetings did 
create spaces for community mem-
bers to gather and discuss important 
issues related to identity, spaces that 
wer previously unavailable in such 
a widespread manner. Lawrentians 
were even encouraged to produce a 
work of writing or art about DEI-re-
lated issues pertinent to their own 
lives, encouraging self-reflection. 

However, current initiatives don’t 
do enough to engage our entire com-
munity in DEI conversations. The 
participants at LTA events, for exam-
ple, are often people who are directly 
affected by the issues discussed or al-
lies who are deeply ingrained in our 
community’s DEI work. A discussion 
on the model minority myth, for ex-
ample, is often packed with Black 
and Asian students, who know from 
first-hand experience the history and 
significance of the myth. Discussions 
about gender and sexuality are often 
dominated by people who are part 
of the Gender Sexuality Alliance or 
those who actively express their sup-
port for that community. As such, 
participants in student-led initiatives 
are generally passionate about rais-
ing awareness and creating goals for 
change. The unfortunate reality, how-
ever, is because these events are volun-
tary, the important discussions taking 
place in these meetings are not heard 
by members of the community who 
know less about these DEI-related 
issues. 

On that note, the VILLEage 
groups, partly tasked with addressing 
this issue, were an ineffective way of 
bringing the community together. As 
the 140th Board of The Lawrence stat-
ed in an editorial, the online format 
and unnecessarily “imposed social 

ity Council helped curb this 
problem before the Covid-19 
pandemic, trash rates skyrock-
eted after we returned in the 
fall. The pandemic caused us 
to produce trash at an unprec-
edented rate, from disposable 
masks and disinfecting wipes 
to single-use utensils and 
lunchboxes. Every time I 
recycled in Woodhull, I 
saw a huge pile of gar-
bage next to the 
less-filled recy-
cling bin. Since 
only a limited 
number of items 
can be recycled, 
we seem to be 
recycling only a 
tiny portion of 
the overwhelm-
ing amount of 
trash. 

I finally recog-
nized the root of the 
problem: trash. Recycling 
gives us the feeling that we 
have done our part to protect 
the environment when all we 
are doing is consuming more. 
In fact, recycling is a privilege, 
since it condones our increased 
consumption of goods. For de-
cades, the U.S. sent the major-
ity of its recyclables to China, 
but in 2018, China restricted 

discomfort” of these groups created 
a stigma around tackling DEI issues. 
Students began to see these meet-
ings as just another chore rather than 
important work, leading to a lack of 
participation and a counterproductive 
system that stole precious time away 
from students and faculty alike. 

The solution to these problems, 
then, are large, student-driven con-
versations supported by faculty. Ideal-
ly, the Diversity Council and affinity 
groups would coordinate with faculty 
to create one student-led “community 
conversation” per week, and all stu-
dents would be mandated to attend 
one conversation per month. That 
way, we can preserve the excitement 
of supporting our peers while also en-
suring that all students attend these 
necessary discussions. Though the 
mandatory part may seem counterin-
tuitive because of the stigma against 
the required VILLEage groups, stu-
dents would have options, much like 
the way Community Day is run. 
Furthermore, the School has already 
demonstrated its ability to create 
mandatory events through Explo-
rations requirements pre-Covid-19. 
Assuming we return to a two Explo-
rations credit-per-term requirement 
next fall, the one community con-
versation could be transferred to a 
student’s Explorations credit. Clearly, 
we already have most of the systems 
in place necessary for creating more 
realistic environments for our DEI 
work. We as a community just need 
to approach critical conversations in 
a more productive manner to make 
the Lawrenceville we know and love a 
more diverse, equitable, and inclusive 
place. 

This editorial represents the majority 
view of The Lawrence, Vol CXLI.

the import of certain types of 
recyclables. Many types of re-
cyclables no longer had a mar-
ket in the U.S., causing them to 

end up in the trash. With waste 
and recyclables now equally 
unsustainable, the real issue to 
be addressed is not whether the 
recycling program is successful, 
but how we can reduce waste 
overall. Of course, recycling is 

still important, but it should be 
the final step in efforts towards 
sustainability, not the first. Be-
cause the majority of plastics 
are not recyclable, consumers 
should be reusing items that 

are either incorrectly recy-
cled or take a great deal 
of energy to recycle. For 
example, only 33 percent 
of glass gets recycled in 
the U.S., largely because 

of transport costs and 
the glass’s composi-

tion. As a result, we 
should be reusing 

the glass items 
we consume—
glass bottles, 

for example, 
can be reused as 

drinking glasses 
or to house plants. 

On a larger scale, 
it is crucial for large 

companies to reduce 
the number of plastics 

they create that contain 
high levels of harmful 

chemicals, as they can be 
neither recycled nor reused. 
There are also tangible ways 

to reduce and reuse at Law-
renceville. To reduce the waste 
from single-use food contain-
ers, the Sustainability Coun-
cil began a reusable container 

program at the dining hall this 
spring. In addition to system-
ic changes like these, individ-
uals can also reduce waste by 
making better choices. We can 
print double-sided to save pa-
per, use both sides of a piece 
of paper before recycling, use 
refillable markers for class-
room whiteboards, and avoid 
excessively purchasing clothes. 
While we cannot reuse normal 
plastic bottles that hold water 
or soda because they may con-
tain carcinogens, we can reuse 
thicker plastics such as the iced 
tea bottles found in Irwin Din-
ing Center. We can also repur-
pose shampoo and detergent 
containers and many other 
common types of thick plastic 
containers. 

The recycling program has 
demonstrated to us that recy-
cling addresses problems on 
the surface rather than the 
roots. Just as Robin Kimmerer 
shared at school meeting this 
past Wednesday, we should re-
ciprocate the gifts nature has 
provided us, instead of filling 
the planet with trash. Let us 
all do our part to reduce our 
consumption of resources and 
reuse items to make Law-
renceville a truly sustainable 
community. 

Photo of the Week: Lucia Wetherill ’21

The Truth Behind Sustainability
Why Recycling is Not the Best Way To Go Green

AlistAir lAm ’23

Stephanie Xu  ’23 /THE LAWRENCE
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when given a platform to speak his 
mind, is a danger to the American 
public. His words not only plant the 
seeds for xenophobia and racism 
in the minds of a large audience, 
but also encourage hate crimes to 
a certain extent. As a country that 
so greatly values the importance of 
free speech, it is disappointing to 
prevent a citizen—even if that citi-
zen is the president—from using a 
social media platform because of 
the harmful effects that his or her 
words may have on the American 
populace. 

For the entire nation, January 6 
was a wake-up call. For four years, 
the country witnessed the foul be-
havior that Trump’s words caused, 
and it became very clear that these 
messages could not continue to be 
perpetuated when an angry mob 
descended on the U.S. Capitol. 
As its community standards state, 
Facebook is ethically obligated to 
remove any language that might 
promote or incite violence. In sus-
pending Trump’s accounts, Face-
book and Twitter upheld both their 
constitutional duty to prevent harm 
towards marginalized groups in 
America. The preservation of free 
speech is, of course, of the utmost 
importance, but America’s contin-
ued conflict against the propagation 
of hate speech is equally significant. 

Donald J. Trump’s 
presidency was 
unprecedented in many 

ways. From his unorthodox 
approach to global diplomacy to  
self-induced tan, the 45th president 
did not fit the traditional bill of 
the United States’ Commander-
in-Chief. Out of all the personal 
touches Trump made to the office 
of the presidency, perhaps the most 
significant one was his use of social 
media. Unlike any before him, 
Trump primarily used Facebook and 
Twitter to communicate matters 
of presidential policy. Under the 
Trump administration, traditional 
Oval Office addresses were replaced 
by less-than-140 character messages 
conveying the latest news from the 
White House.

On January 6, this method of 
communication changed. After an 
insurrection attempt on the U.S. 
Capitol, Facebook and Twitter tem-
porarily terminated the president’s 
accounts, claiming that his words 
served to “inspire others to replicate 
the violent acts that took place on 
January 6.” Last week, Facebook’s 
Oversight Board extended Trump’s 
temporary ban to a permanent sus-
pension. This decision was in light 
of the caveat to the First Amend-
ment, which states that the right 
to free speech does not apply when 

false information is being spread 
and causing harm. 

A social media platform should 
always be an open forum through 
which anyone can voice his or her 
opinions and views. However, there 
are times when users exploit those 
platforms to promote racism and 
xenophobia, or in the case of Trump, 
incite violence. In situations 
like those, social me-
dia companies can-
not sit idly by and 
do nothing to pre-
vent the spread 
of such hateful 
ideology. Face-
book was not 
only justified in 
their banning of 
Trump but also 
obligated to do so. 

F a c e b o o k ’ s 
decision sparked 
fierce and swift outrage 
from many conservatives and self-
proclaimed defenders of the First 
Amendment. To his defenders, 
Trump’s ban not only attacked the 
right to free speech but also solidi-
fied Facebook’s place as yet another 
instrument of the left-leaning me-
dia. Mark Meadows, the former 
White House Chief of Staff under 
Trump, claimed that the Oversight 
Board’s decision was just “the latest 
page in the book of big tech com-
ing after conservatives.” His state-

ment reflected the former presi-
dent’s constant claims that the ‘fake 
news media’ was out to get him and 
that the major news corporations 
in America would do anything to 
paint him in a bad light. The va-
lidity of these claims is uncertain, 
and even if they were grounded 
in facts, the constitutional limit to 

free speech and the tangible 
harm caused by Trump’s 

social media posts far 
outweigh conser-

v a t i v e 
concerns about bias 

in the media. 
The idea that Facebook’s deci-

sion violated the First Amendment 
is fundamentally false. The one ex-
ception to the First Amendment is 
that one’s speech cannot purpose-
fully cause harm to other citizens, 
as outlined by the classic case of 
falsely yelling “fire!” while in a mov-
ie theater. Similarly, Facebook, as a 
private company independent from 
the U.S. government, has the right 
to censor material that it deems 
harmful. 

As protestors across Amer-
ica demanded structural 
reform of United States 

law enforcement system, users 
on social media took to posting 
black squares on Instagram as a 
way to display their support for 
the Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
movement. However, many of 
these posts were performative; 
few were accompanied by edu-
cational resources or information 
about the protests. Comments, 
of course, were open to fire and 
heart emojis. Posters’ immedi-
ate knee-jerk reaction to exhibit 
their support and garner approval 
prevented informative posts from 
reaching a larger audience, ulti-
mately impeding the movement. 
Why did social media users jump 
to get involved in the movement 
without trying to understand how 
they could help it? Part of the is-
sue stems from our tendency to 
jump onto a bandwagon without 
any true analysis of the reasoning 
behind an argument.

For many—Lawrentians in-
cluded—the arguments trendy 
“activists” have been conditioned 
to accept are little more than 
black and white statements with 
no substantive reasoning behind 
them. On our campus, the ma-
jority of students maintain a po-
larized view of the world: liberal 
thinking is good, while conser-
vative thinking is bad. The Law-
renceville community is partial to 
what we think is the “politically 
correct” (PC) way of thinking. 

Those swayed by performance 
activists have begun to think of 
right-wing views as intrinsically 
wrong or immoral without un-
derstanding the full reasoning 
behind their stance. When we 
present an opinion that we do 
not understand, we essentially 
regurgitate the thoughts of oth-
ers while we ourselves contribute 
nothing. The posting of the black 
squares reflects this issue; most 
social media users did not make a 
significant effort to research how 
they could effectively advance the 
BLM movement. Instead, they 
simply copied what others around 

t h e m 
were doing. 
Rather than formulat-
ing their stances based on 
their knowledge of the situ-
ation, they followed a set of 
guidelines dictated by what those 
around them deem to be correct 
or incorrect. 

Social media only aggravates 
this situation. The pressure from 
hundreds of students on campus 
is nothing compared to the mil-
lions of users on social media 
platforms who condemn anybody 
who deviates from their notion of 
right and wrong. Those who do 
slip up are ruthlessly bashed and 

denied the opportunity to apolo-
gize. The constant threat of get-
ting “cancelled” looms over social 
media users, coercing them into 
mindlessly adopting the popular 
mindset to avoid repercussions. 
While perhaps in support of good 
causes, pressuring users to follow 
the majority without 
hesitation treats 
these issues 
as little 
m o r e 
t h a n 
trends. 

Limiting civil rights movements 
to an aesthetic black square on 
Instagram uses centuries of brutal 
oppression as a means of social 
acceptance. Arguing these hol-
low stances, then, is meaningless, 
detrimental, and disrespectful to 
the original intents of these argu-
ments. This is not to devalue the 
importance of social justice; it is 
merely to call attention to the 

more meaningful aspects of it. We 
must begin to realize that assum-
ing a stance without proper back-
ground knowledge in fact deters 
our argument. Inside Lawrencev-
ille, our beliefs are rarely chal-
lenged, leading students to disre-
gard the importance of building 

a strong foundation 
behind an argu-

ment. Re-
p e a t i n g 

e m p t y 
mantras 
will not 
a l w a y s 
validate 

our own 
thinking. 

Once we 
leave the 

Lawrencev-
ille bubble, we 

will be exposed 
to opinions that 

conflict with 
ours. Without a 
proper under-
standing of the 

reasoning behind 
our beliefs, it is impossible to de-
fend what we think is right. How 
can we convince others to side 
with us if we ourselves cannot 
even explain why our perspective 
should be considered? After all, 
an argument is best constructed 
when there is strong evidence to 
back it up.

The solution to the PC phenom-
enon is self-education. Whether 
that is looking up information 
online or exposing ourselves to 
different perspectives, we must do 

our due diligence and complete 
our own analysis before speak-
ing out on a topic. Performative 
activism is far more harmful than 
doing nothing at all; it overwrites 
the true intentions of the move-
ment and, in the case of the black 
squares, can even hinder progress. 
Developing a thorough under-
standing of a topic before taking 
action would prevent the nega-
tive consequences of performa-
tive activism from occurring. It is 
tempting to jump onto trends and 
follow what those around us have 
to say; we have all fallen victim 
to this very inclination. However, 
productive discussion requires 
thorough knowledge which can 
only be achieved through proper 
exposure. 

The importance of keeping 
ourselves knowledgeable remains 
when addressing cancel culture. 
Even if people do develop well-
informed stances, they may be 
afraid to speak out due to a fear 
of getting reprimanded. Cancel 
culture can similarly be traced 
back to our habits of jumping 
onto trends without understand-
ing exactly what we’re supporting. 
Many cases of people receiving 
criticism online are due to misun-
derstandings. Without seeing the 
full picture, users will instinctive-
ly jump to attack innocent people, 
causing unnecessary panic and 
anger. By upholding our responsi-
bility to complete research before 
getting involved, we can begin to 
eradicate cancel culture and sus-
tain more worthwhile conversa-
tions around important matters.

The detrimental effects of the 
former president’s divisive rhetoric 
on social media are undeniable. Ac-
cording to an FBI report, his slo-
gans of ‘building a wall’ and ‘making 
America great again,’ as well as other 
racially charged remarks against the 
Latinx community, contributed to 
an astonishing 21 percent increase 
in anti-Hispanic crime over the 
course of his presidency. This same 
trend can be ascertained in hate 

crimes against other 
marginalized 
c o m mu n i -
ties: most 
recently, the 
Asian-Amer-
ican commu-
nity. Follow-
ing the global 
outbreak of 

t h e coronavirus , 
Trump used explicitly anti-Asian 
language, such as calling the disease 
the ‘Kung Flu,’ which, according to 
the report, caused a nearly 150 per-
cent increase in hate crimes against 
Asian people. Rather than con-
demning hate crimes, he exacerbat-
ed the situation, encouraging some 
people to take their anger with Co-
vid-19 out on Asian-Americans. 

These numbers and the count-
less other examples of racist, xeno-
phobic, and divisive patterns in the 
former president’s addresses point 
towards one central idea: Trump, 

“Free Speech” Is Not a Cudgel 
Andrew BoAnoh ’23

The Abuse of Modern Communication

Performative Activism: Backing Good Causes for Bad Reasons

Stephanie Xu ’23  /THE LAWRENCE
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2021 Ropes Course Instructors Selected
On May 4, 2021, the 2021-

22 Joshua L. Miner Ropes 
Course Instructors (RCIs) 
were announced. The new in-
structors are II Formers Sofia 
Carlisi, Noah George, Ava 
Jahn, Claire Jiang, and Kieran 
Yeatman-Biggs; III Formers 
Andrew Boanoh, Lilly Gess-
ner, Roma Kale, Rory Murphy, 
and Iris Wu; and IV Formers 
Gian Beritela, Manoc Joa-
Griffith, Gabe Perez, Isabel 
Sung, and Ryan Walker. The 
new Head RCIs are IV Form-
ers Bobby Cloninger, Annie 
Katz, Juliette Peel, Nico Tor-
res, and Gage Urbach. 

According to Ropes Course 
Director John Hughes, this 
year’s RCI applicant pool 
included about 60 people, 
though only 15 new spots 
were available. “It is always 
hard to...[cut] such amazing 
students, but then once the 
[decisions are] made, we get 
to turn our attention to train-
ing and working with this new 
group of RCIs,” he said.

Hughes takes pride in the 
diversity of the group; “It is 
the program’s goal to represent 
the community in as diverse a 
way as possible [beyond] race 
or ethnicity or sexual orienta-
tion or gender...That is part of 
it, but the other part of it is 
that I want any student who 
comes up to see themselves 
reflected on our team,” he said.

The application process in-
cluded two parts: a written 
questionnaire and an in-per-

son team-building workshop.
When asked about the ap-

plication, Jiang mentioned 
how much she loved the in-
person tryout. Jiang said, “The 
written portion was a bit chal-
lenging as they asked a lot of 
questions, but the in-person 
part was just so much fun be-
cause it was like the freshman 
orientation that I never had. 
That just...made me want to 
be an RCI even more!”

Joa-Griffith also thoroughly 
enjoyed the in-person part. 
He said, “We all went to the 
Ropes Course for the second 
part [of the application], and 
we played a bunch of different 
games...It was such a fun ex-

perience. In no way did it feel 
like an application!”

On his hopes for the RCI 
team, Hughes emphasized 
the importance of instilling a 
sense of long term leadership 
in the RCIs at Lawrenceville 
and even the world. He said, 
“I hope that each individual 
RCI learns more about them-
selves and grows in capacity 
as an empathetic leader. Most 
importantly, I hope our team 
bonds as an amazing commu-
nity of leaders who then sup-
port our entire bubble at Law-
renceville by challenging us to 
learn more about ourselves. 
All in all, I hope that all of the 
RCIs have a positive influence 

2021-22 Hutchins 
Scholars Announced

This past month, Lawrencev-
ille selected its newest group of 
Hutchins Scholars: III Form-
ers Naa Kwama Ankrah, Praachi 
Chakraborty, Anushka Chinta-
maneni, Satvik Dasariraju, Lily 
Hooge, Alistair Lam, Maddy 
Laws, Jackson Lee, Sally Lee, Jack 
Patel, Kyle Park, Kishori Shah, 
Sean Wu, and Alex Xu. Students 
underwent a three-month appli-
cation process that started with a 
nomination, written essays, and 
a round of interviews to decide 
which students would become a 
part of the program. Over the next 
two summers, these Lawrentians 
will embark on research projects in 
Florida, Scotland, and at Stanford 
University.

Lam is excited about the pros-
pect of being a part of something 
larger than himself. “To me, it’s 
significant because you’re part of 
this bigger thing,” he said, “You’re 
contributing to real, meaning-
ful research that will help people 
around the world.” 

Lam cited the on-campus Big 
Red Farm program, which he 
joined in the fall of his II Form 
year, helped him find his true call-
ing. He enrolled in the program 
and participated in many forma-
tive activities such as “extracting 
the honeycombs from the hives on 
the farm” and getting direct insight 
into “different types of plants and 
how we get our food.” Lam will 
continue pursuing his passion with 
Science Teacher John Clark P’20 
’22, studying field botany in Scot-
land if the pandemic allows.

Similarly, Jackson Lee revels in 
the thought of being able to ex-
pand on his passion for the sci-
ences. “As early as I can remember, 
I was fascinated by stars, weather, 
and so on; that passion has cer-
tainly stayed with me and was a 
driving catalyst for my Hutchins 
application. The program serves as 
an opportunity to turn my dreams 
into a growingly possible reality.” 
Although he isn’t completely set 
on his post-Lawrenceville aspira-
tions, he believes that his role as 
a Hutchins Scholar will certainly 
help inform those decisions. 

Capstone: Douthat on the World of Journalism
This past Monday, May 10, New 

York Times (NYT) Columnist 
Ross Douthat spoke to the Law-
renceville community as a part 
of the annual Capstone series on 
journalism and the state of the 
news industry. Douthat spoke 
about his experience as a colum-
nist and the changes journalism 
has faced in the last decade.

Douthat, a familiar face in the 
Capstone series, is a former senior 
editor of The Atlantic, a current 
NYT columnist, and the author 
of numerous books including The 
Decadent Society: How We Became 
the Victims of Our Own Success, Bad 
Religion: How We Became a Nation 
of Heretics, and more. He is also a 
film critic for National Review, a 
magazine focused on political, so-
cial, and cultural affairs.

Douthat began with a brief 
overview of his introduction to 
column writing. While attending 
Harvard University, he was an edi-
tor for the conservative newspaper, 
The Harvard Salient. He was also 
one of a few conservative colum-
nists at Harvard’s school newspa-
per, The Harvard Crimson. Accord-
ing to Douthat, these experiences 
“[prepared him] for [his] entire 
career,” as he has “spent [his] en-
tire journalist career working for 

institutions that primarily have a 
liberal audience and politically lib-
eral writers.”

After graduating from college, 
Douthat started working at The 
Atlantic, noting that it was around 
the beginning of online journal-
ism when he also began blogging 
as a freelance writer; he cited the 
novelty and unfamiliarity the in-
ternet brought with it. It “created 
this completely new space for ar-
gument…and began doing the 
kind of transformative work that 
has ended up changing American 
journalism completely while dev-

astating certain portions of it,” he 
said.

Eventually, he was recruited to 
the NYT as a conservative voice 
in a sphere dominated by politi-
cally liberal ideas. Reflecting on 
his job, Douthat said, “By and 
large, NYT’s readership is liberal 
and secular. Even when readers are 
inclined to agree with me on some 
point, there is a sense of difference 
on the deepest level of worldview. 
The reality is it is a strange job.” 

He referenced the thin line 
he has to tread in his job, say-
ing, “People like to be challenged 

to some extent, but not all that 
much…You don’t want to [chal-
lenge] your readers so much that 
they tune you out. You also don’t 
want to be captured by them to a 
point where it becomes ‘he’s the 
last reasonable conservative.’” 

Douthat also talked about the 
constraints of being a columnist, 
including limited time to con-
struct and defend an argument 
with logically reasonable rebut-
tals. He noted, “You’re trying to fill 
words twice a week on a schedule 
that has to be followed…and de-
liver something interesting that 

your readers haven’t thought of 
before; a good columnist has to be 
a little bit unfair or the argument 
won’t come through.” 

Finally, Douthat talked about the 
change in journalism that has hap-
pened in the past decade. He said, 
“The internet age has been good 
for my part of journalism at the ex-
pense of most of the other parts.” 
Profits from controversial columns 
also fund journalistic reporting 
on important worldwide events. 
However, according to Douthat, 
“Things paying for serious journal-
ism have been spun off so that they 
don’t pay for it anymore. Because 
people like reading things they 
agree with, there is a danger that 
opinion journalism colonizes the 
news side. Nowadays, successful 
media reporting enforces audience 
prejudices. Newspapers end up as 
consumer brands where the news 
and opinion blur into a product to 
flatter us.”

Douthat ended by returning to 
the ideal purpose of journalism 
and columns: making people think 
and see new things and “engage in 
the process of intellectual discov-
ery by arguing back and forth to 
get closer to the truth of human 
realities. [However, this] is a total-
ly idealized portrait and not how 
internet journalism works on a day 
to day basis.” 

Andrew BoAnoh ’23

SAmeer menghAni ’24

ClAire JiAng ’24

The new RCIs will begin their training 
over the summer.

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School/

Ross Douthat spoke to members of the Lawrenceville community over Zoom. Courtesy of Mint Press Newsl

The new Hutchin Scholars. Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School/
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To Sleep or Not to Sleep: A Day in The Life, RLO Edition 

Hailing from South Korea, located in the 
Korean Standard Time (KST) time zone, Kel-
sie Choi, a IV Former in the Stanley House, 
Zoomed into her classes 14 hours ahead of 
Lawrenceville’s Eastern Standard Time (EST) 
time zone this past fall and is now work-
ing remotely from her home in New Jersey. 

Concerned about rising Covid-19 cases, 
Choi had to essentially “switch [her] days 
and nights” to accommodate her sched-
ule in the fall. Her average day went as fol-
lows: she began her homework at 8:00 PM, 
started classes at 11:00 PM, ended classes at 
3:00 AM, and finally went to bed at 1:00 PM. 

Though she emphasized the idea that balanc-
ing social life and remote learning was practi-
cally impossible, Choi coped as best as she 
could while being RLO. Still, other than the 
occasional 11:00 AM dinner with a fellow RLO 
companion in her city, Choi’s lifestyle “revolved 
around academics and extracurricular activi-
ties,” forcing her to neglect her social life. Luck-

ily, Choi’s mother joined in on this nocturnal 
schedule to help keep her daughter company.

Determined to maintain her involvement 
in the Lawrenceville community, Choi con-
tinued to participate indirectly in numerous 
commitments following the allotted class time, 
even though they ran late into her night. For 
example, as the President of the Pan-Asian 
Alliance, Choi was heavily involved in the 
planning for International Night, but was un-
fortunately unable to enjoy the event itself.  

The physical distance from Lawrenceville’s 
campus inevitably made Choi feel emotion-
ally distant from her teachers and classmates. 
She noticed that “classes definitely revolve 
around the in-person students,” even as teach-
ers do their best to engage the students on 
Zoom. She became “hesitant to interact with 
teachers and…engage in classes” due to the 
sheer “awkwardness” of the online setting. 

After long, arduous days on Zoom, Choi 
began to prioritize and value spending time 
outside. This term, she decided to go out 
for a run during allotted sports periods to 
stay physically active. “It may sound cli-
ché, but doing something that isn’t related 
to studying or school for at least 30 min-
utes really helps me stay refreshed,” she said. 

Although Choi successfully endured 
the 14-day quarantine required for board-
ers at the beginning of the Spring Term, 
she decided to become RLO again. 

“I thought I would grow accustomed to 
boarding life again, but after being RLO for 
so long and then transitioning to not hav-
ing my own space and dealing with social 
pressures, my stress level became too much,” 
she said. Choi was saddened to leave, but 
she noted that Lawrenceville was not the 
same School she had known as a III Former. 

“If restrictions are loosened, then I would 
definitely go back in person next year since I re-
ally want to fully experience life at  Lawrencev-
ille again, especially being able to learn and 
hang out with my friends in-person,” she said.

Kelsie Choi ‘22___

Susan Lee ’23/THE LAWRENCE

One Thursday, Sam Huh ’23, one of the 
few remote students in his class this past fall, 
logged onto his Zoom classroom expecting 
to see familiar faces on the screen. Instead, 
he quickly realized that he had accidentally 
Zoomed into the wrong class thinking that it 
was Monday, facing the embarrassment of his 
mistake in front of a room full of V Formers. 

“I started losing track of the days,” he said, 
remembering the effects of the monotonous 
and disorienting schedule of a remote student.

Huh, a new III Former in the Dickinson 
House, chose the Remote Learning Option 
(RLO) this past fall due to his family’s concerns 
about traveling during the pandemic. In the In-
dochina Time Zone (ICT)—from where he at-
tended class online from Hanoi, Vietnam—Huh 
started classes at 9:00 PM, when his family and 
friends prepared to go to bed, and finished school 
at 2:00 AM. Depending on the day, he would 
either go directly to sleep or work on home-
work, sometimes staying awake until sunrise.

While students often assume that being 
RLO meant spending more time with friends 
and family, Huh’s altered sleep schedule, in 
addition to his heavy workload at Lawrencev-
ille, hindered his ability to regularly interact 
with those at home. He noticed a “discon-
nect” between him and his friends as he tran-
sitioned to the demanding RLO schedule. 

“Going remote made me feel like I was 
home, but like I wasn’t home at the same time,” 
Huh said. He only saw his family members for 
two to three hours a day, going through most 
of his daily routine alone. Still, every Sunday, 
Huh and his father would go for a drive, and 
these outings became something that Huh 
treasured during his time as an RLO student, 
noting that “spending time with [his] family 
became more valuable because [he] saw them 
less frequently,” even though he was home. 

Being a new III Former is difficult in itself, 
yet Huh faced an even greater challenge as he 
adjusted to academic life at Lawrenceville as an 
RLO student in his hybrid classes. Since most 
teachers and students were in-person, he did 
not feel particularly engaged in his classes and 
found it more difficult to participate. He also 
constantly had to hold back his yawns during 
class, noting that “regardless of the [number of ] 
hours [he slept], going to sleep when the sun 
was up...felt like you were just on a night shift.” 

Beyond academics, being RLO cost Huh the 
opportunity to form friendships through ex-
tracurriculars such as clubs and athletic teams, 
which either took place in the middle of the 
night for him or did not offer virtual options. 

“Real bonds form when we’re physi-
cally with one another—when we’re out 
at the tent late at night or in the common 
room playing ping-pong while scream-
ing at FIFA,” Huh explained. “When I was 
virtual, I never had moments like these.” 

Reflecting on his experience this year, 
Huh said, “I’m glad I came to campus 
for the Spring Term. Now that I’m here, 
I don’t think I can go virtual ever again.”

Sam Huh ’23___
Ashley lee ’23

TesiA ThomAs ’22 & 
luke PArk’24

The Lawrenceville Mask

Mac Dilatush ’21/THE LAWRENCE

JAsmine ZhAng ’23

An Honest, Unfiltered Review of  the Masks of Lawrenceville  

Red. So much red. They even taste like red when 
you accidentally inhale all that excess cloth—un-
less they’re black or one of the House masks. I 
wonder what Griswold’s tastes like? Anyway, 
if you wear this mask, you’re probably an ex-
cited little II Former, thrilled to rep your new 
School…or you’re a faculty member in the Ath-
letic Department. These masks are generic, but 
they help add to the overall Lawrenceville aes-
thetic, especially when worn with a Lawrencev-
ille sweater or hoodie, so we give it a solid 6/10. 

KF80
You are insane in every sense of the word—in-
sanely dedicated to being safe from Covid-19 
and insane for wearing this mask to any sort of 
occasion you go to, no matter how trivial, quick, 
or Covid-safe it may be. Even if you’re just taking 
two steps out of your room to fill up your water 
bottle, this mask is probably glued to your face. 
Can you even breathe in those things? Neverthe-
less, your dedication, or really, your parents’ con-
cern for you, is outstanding, so we rate this mask, 
with total admiration for the wearers, a 9/10. 

The Default Mask
The blue, the basic. Though they’re technically 
surgical masks, these face coverings are so com-
mon now that everyone has probably bought 
them in bulk from Costco at some point. And 
for good reason—they’re lightweight, and also 
(technically speaking) get the job done. The 
main gripe we have with these masks is really 
on account of the masks’ wearers; a recent sta-
tistic we pulled out of our heads shows that 90 
percent of all surgical mask wearers wear them 
below their noses. It wouldn’t hurt to try and 
enter that 10 percent now, would it? Out of re-
spect for this classic, we give this mask a 7/10. 

The Default Mask

The classic surgical mask, except you’re trying a 
little harder than the bare minimum by going 
out of your way to have a different color than 
blue. You probably have a tad bit of a superior-
ity complex for not being as basic as the blue 
maskers, even though they’re pretty much ex-
actly the same. Still, we appreciate your effort, 
so we rate these masks 6/10, and extra points 
if you color coordinate them with your outfit!

Cloth Masks
We call these the “I’m not like the other girls” 
of masks; they’re unique because you can switch 
up the colors and patterns, except every other 
girl is also wearing one, which makes them al-
most as basic as the blue surgical masks. Ev-
ery now and then, you’ll stumble upon a cloth 
mask with a genuinely interesting pattern or 
fun design, but it’s more likely that you’ll just 
run into a solid colored cotton mask or one 
with that generic polka dot pattern. 0 points for 
originality, but we rate these a 3/10 for comfort. 

Bandana Mask
By wearing these masks, you skirt a fine line be-
tween being a mild practitioner of Covid-19 safe-
ty and a bank robber. Nobody said you couldn’t 
be both, though! Like the cloth masks, most de-
signs on bandanas tend to come across as some-
what generic. Also, fun fact: multiple studies have 
found that you’re just as likely to spread Covid-19 
wearing a bandana than not wearing one at all…
so maybe let’s just stop wearing them? We rate 
this one a 0.5/10, and negative points if it has an 
American flag on it. Come on, don’t be that guy.

Maria Sanmartin ’22. Quincy Leung ’22/THE LAWRENCE

Susan Lee’23/THE LAWRENCE

Quincy Leung ’22/THE LAWRENCE
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Theater Around The Bowl: II Form Shakespeare
Jasmine Zhang ’23

Last Friday, May 7, and Sat-
urday, May 8, the Periwig Club 
presented its 19th annual II Form 
Shakespeare production, featur-
ing Twelfth Night, Hamlet, and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. Be-
cause of social distancing require-
ments, this year’s show consisted 
of three plays that were performed 
on separate platform stages set up 
around the Bowl. Each stage was 
surrounded by large seating and 
standing areas. Audience mem-
bers rotated around the Bowl 
from one stage to the next to 
watch the full show.

II Form Shakespeare is an an-
nual production that provides II 
Formers with the opportunity 
to take part in theater as actors 
and crew members. Participat-
ing in the show also encourages 
new students to get to know each 
other. Sameer Menghani ’24, who 
played Lysander in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, commented, “A big 
thing that I loved about [II Form] 
Shakespeare was the opportuni-
ties it gave me to gain new con-
nections with other [II Formers]. 
I have made memories that will 
last me a lifetime.” 

Emily Piggee ’24, who starred 
as Nick Bottom in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, said, “[My] favor-
ite part was getting really close 
with my classmates. We were able 
to walk up to [other performers] 
outside of rehearsal and say a line, 

and they could literally recite it 
back. It was really fun.” 

Often, II Form Shakespeare 
introduces theater to students 
who have not yet had previous 
experience. Cassie Dillard ’24, an 
actor in Twelfth Night, said, “[II 
Form] Shakespeare was my first 
‘real’ theater experience, and I was 
pleasantly surprised at how fun 
acting is. The cast had a great dy-
namic, and although we only had 
a few rehearsals, we definitely de-
veloped a close bond. I’m excited 
to continue my theater career at 
Lawrenceville.” 

Menghani added that II Form 
Shakespeare helped him “make 
[his] way as a starting member of 
the Periwig Club.”

However, this year’s production 
was not without its challenges. 
Due to mask-wearing require-
ments, cast members performed 
with transparent masks that al-
lowed the audience to see the 
actors’ facial expressions. These 
transparent masks challenged the 
actors by often fogging up and 
thus interfering with their perfor-
mances. According to Menghani, 
limited preparation time posed 
another problem. “We only had 
about five rehearsals,” he said. 
“Considering that the first two 
were spent working on bonding 
as a team, we really didn’t spend 
much time developing our play.” 
In addition, actors had limited 
time to get accustomed to the 

set. “Most of the rehearsals took 
place indoors, so the first time we 
actually got to use the set was the 
night before the actual perfor-
mance,” Menghani said. “A big 
challenge we faced was the fact 
that it rained on the second night 
of performances [while] our play 
required a lot of running. Even 
though there were a few slips, and 
we were definitely muddy by the 
end, we pushed through and made 
it a night to remember.”

Reflecting on this year’s II 
Form Shakespeare productions, 
Claire Jiang ’24, who starred in 
Hamlet, said, “[They] were ex-
tremely enjoyable to be a part 
of and gave our cast and crew a 
taste of a normal year. Given the 

limitations the pandemic has pre-
sented, Periwig did a fantastic job 
with our three productions. It was 
an honor to take part in a new 
and experimental performance at 
Lawrenceville, and I think our au-
diences loved seeing a short and 
dramatic recount of Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet.” 

After watching the show, Ye-
won Chang ’23 said, “As a new 
[III Former], I wasn’t able to ex-
perience this amazing opportuni-
ty. Not only did the performance 
brighten my day, [but] it was also 
evident how much closer the en-
tire class was as opposed to the 
beginning of the year. If I could, I 
would have loved to participate in 
[II Form Shakespeare].” 

grant shueh ’23

Currently in his ninth year at 
Lawrenceville, Keith Roeckle 
is most often known as the 
Chair of the Performing Arts 
Department, or as a music 
teacher. However, teachers at 
Lawrenceville play many roles, 
working also as coaches, advi-
sors, and administrators. “There 
are jobs students can and can’t 
see,” Roeckle said. In addition 
to teaching and acting as an ad-
visor for students in the Reyn-
olds House, Roeckle has also 
helped in student management 
services. Beyond his profession-
al life at Lawrenceville, he addi-
tionally pursues personal visual 
art and music projects. 

Roeckle’s previous work ex-
perience helps him contribute 
to both administrative deci-
sions and the performing arts 
at Lawrenceville. After study-
ing Music Education and Jazz 
Studies at Temple University, 
Roeckle became Director of 
Bands at Ridley High School, a 
suburban high school just out-
side of Philadelphia. He then 
worked at a school in the city 
itself from 2009-12, acting as 
both a music teacher and as the 
Dean of Students. He used this 
administrative experience when 
Lawrenceville’s student man-
agement system experienced 
difficulties. He was a part of the 
committee that looked to as-
sess the student management 
syste and implement any neces-

sary changes. This school year, 
Roeckle assisted in creating 
Fall Term student schedules, 
drawing on his registrar experi-
ence at Lincoln High School in 
Philadelphia.

Reflecting on his initial ar-
rival at Lawrenceville, Roeckle 
expressed that working at the 
School posed many challenges 
for him. He had never previ-
ously worked at a private or 
boarding school and thus had 
to adjust to having many differ-
ent obligations such as being an 
advisor and doing duty in the 
Houses alongside his expected 
commitments as a teacher. 

However, he has enjoyed 
the efficiency of communica-

tion with the administration at 
Lawrenceville, which contrasts 
with his experiences working 
for bureaucratic structures like 
the city of Philadelphia. Now, 
whenever he has a problem, 
he can just email the Head of 
School. Roeckle also appreci-
ates Lawrencevlle’s culture, 
which is drastically  different 
from those of previous schools 
he has worked at. “We all have 
a shared mission here, and it’s 
really great,” he said, adding 
“We get wonderful students 
at Lawrenceville.” In addition, 
Roeckle enjoys working with 
the “wonderful ensembles” and 
notes that disciplinary issues 
are usually minimal.

Growing up in what he de-
scribes as an “arts-friendly 
household,” Roeckle has al-
ways pursued his passions in 
both music and in visual art. 
His mother was a teacher and 
a painter, and his father, though 
not formally trained, was a 
metal sculptor and a musician 
(Roeckle’s classroom is home 
to many of his father’s abstract 
metal sculptures). He and his 
brother began painting at a 
young age, and for a period of 
time, Roeckle even considered 
becoming a visual arts teacher. 
However, as he prepared for au-
ditions during his junior year of 
high school, he decided that he 
wanted to teach music instead. 
Today, he continues pursuing 
his dual passions for visual arts 
and music. 

On the visual arts side, 
Roeckle is currently working 
on a nighttime scene painted 
with egg tempera, which is a 
fast-drying paint mixed with 
pigment and egg yolk. He is 
still unsure of the exact direc-
tion he wants to take his piece 
but remains unworried, as he 
usually finds direction midway 
through the painting process. 
Though museums are currently 
closed due to Covid-19, and he 
hasn’t had the opportunity to 
view art in-person, Roeckle has 
been taking inspiration from 
Andrew Wyatt, a master of egg 
tempera.

Roeckle also enjoys arranging 
music, and is currently working 

with the orchestra on an ar-
rangement of the piece “Cho-
rale and Shaker Dance.” Dur-
ing his free time, he works on 
piano pieces, specifically plan-
ning to learn movements from 
Schuman’s “Carnaval” and play 
them at a recital level. He has 
recently been on what he called 
a “Gustav Holst kick,” listening 
to works like “The Planets.” Af-
ter legendary jazz pianist Chick 
Corea passed away, Roeckle has 
also been revisiting his work.

Teachers at Lawrenceville 
have a wide variety of passions 
and experiences that have con-
tributed to their Lawrenceville 
careers. Roeckle’s passions out-
side of his jobs involving stu-
dent interactions supplement 
his roles on campus—his ver-
satile background allows him to 
provide thorough guidance to 
students engaged with the arts. 

Giving advice for Lawrencev-
ille students pursuing any type of 
art, Roeckle noted that “the arts 
take time; you cannot cram…
[but] the number one currency 
we have [at Lawrenceville] is 
time.” He recommends setting 
up a regular routine. For musi-
cians, this could mean sched-
uling practice sessions at the 
Clark Music Center. “We[’ve] 
got great teachers, we[’ve] got 
great facilities, we[’ve] got great 
materials available for visual 
arts, [and] GCAD is a wonder-
ful resource—the one thing you 
have to carve out for yourself is 
time,” he said Roeckle.  

Beyond the Classroom: Profile on Keith Roeckle

II Formers during the performance. Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Headshot of Roeckle. Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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The Fate of Football: Fan Protests Making a Difference
Jack Hallinan ’21

On the heels of the Super League 
controversy that arose in late April, 
European football finds itself em-
broiled in a crucial moment for the 
future of the sport. The Super League 
proposal entailed plans to create a 
competition that would be the op-
posite of football’s current struc-
ture. Thanks to the current systems 
of promotion and relegation, fans 
of all clubs can dream that one day, 
their team would not just defeat the 
proverbial ‘Goliath’, but become 
‘Goliath’. The Super League’s closed 
system would prevent the likes of 
Leicester City FC and Atalanta BC, 
two clubs that have played in their 
country’s second divisions as recently 
as this decade, from achieving their 
current success in international com-
petition. A Super League would, at 
least in the short term, leave less of 
the financial pie available for domes-
tic leagues, giving them unrivaled ac-
cess to the world’s best coaches and 
players. 

Rightly so, fans and pundits around 
the world have voiced their displea-
sure at the potential for the creation of 
such a league. English fans in particu-
lar have gathered en masse to protest. 
Ahead of a Premier League match 
between Brighton & Hove Albion 
FC that took place two days after the 
announcement of the Super League, 
Chelsea FC fans gathered outside of 
Stamford Bridge with signs and blue 
smoke bombs to display their disap-
proval. Three days later, Arsenal FC 
fans did the same, largely to criticize 
their infamous American owner, 
Stan Kroenke. While Kroenke had 
already done little to ingratiate him-
self to Arsenal fans in his 14 years 

as a stakeholder, his key role in the 
Super League’s formation left many 
fans infuriated. “Fan ownership now” 
and “Kroenke out,” the signs de-
manded. Less than a week later, the 
Super League proposal keeled over 
before ever getting off the ground. 
It would be speculative at best to say 
that Chelsea fans single-handedly 
brought down the Super League, and 
as of yet, Arsenal fans have not suc-
ceeded in ousting the much-loathed 
Kroenke. In Manchester, though, fans 
have actually made a tangible impact.

On May 2, a Manchester United 
FC fan protest grew so unruly that 
its match against Liverpool FC, the 
club’s biggest rivals, was postponed. 
Fans congregated at Old Trafford, 
the club’s legendary stadium, and the 
Lowry Hotel, where the team was 
staying ahead of the match. Around 
2:30 PM local time, they breached 
the stadium and took over the pitch 

temporarily. In the face of security 
concerns and damages to the field, 
the Premier League called the game 
off. 

The protests have put extreme pres-
sure on the Glazers, the American 
family which has majority-owned 
Manchester United since 2005. In 
their 16 years as owners, they have 
overseen a deterioration in the club’s 
competitiveness and have been criti-
cized for treating the club as a finan-
cial asset rather than caring for it as a 
sporting institution. The Glazers were 
also reportedly set to play a key role 
in the Super League project, which 
pushed many fans over the edge. 

However, the Glazers have made 
their ownership lives difficult from 
the very beginning. To purchase 
their stake, the Glazers secured loans 
guaranteed against the club’s assets as 
opposed to buying the club outright, 
placing the club in debt for the first 

EtHan MarkEl ’21

Arguably one of the most coveted 
trophies in all of sports is the National 
Hockey League’s (NHL) Stanley Cup. 
For the players, lifting that trophy is 
the ultimate dream. Alongside the 
Stanley Cup, however, the NHL 
awards individual trophies to a variety 
of remarkable and valuable players in 
the league. Note that there are other 
trophies beyond the ones mentioned 
below.

The Hart Memorial Trophy
The Hart Memorial Trophy is given 

to the most valuable player to his team 
during the regular season as judged 
by NHL.com journalists. Chicago 
Blackhawks Forward Patrick Kane 
is heavily favored to win it this year. 
One of the league’s most distinctive 
and skilled players, Kane needs no 
introduction. This season, Kane 
hit two major career milestones by 
playing in his 1,000th game as well 
as scoring his 400th career goal with 
a beautiful, characteristically patient 
move against the Detroit Red Wings. 
What’s even more incredible about 
Kane’s performance this season is 
that the Blackhawks were expected to 
be at the bottom of the leaderboard 
without Captain Jonathan Toews, 
who is out for the whole season on 
long-term injury reserve. Kane is 
“not only facilitating and finishing, 
but he’s driving this team in a year 

that’s a shortened season with lots of 
changeovers and a different division 
alignment. He’s carried this team,” 
noted NBC Sports Analyst Eddie 
Olczyk. Though the Blackhawks are 
out of contention for the playoffs 
this season, the Hart Trophy belongs 
to Kane.

The James Norris Memorial 
Trophy

Although it does not capture as 
much attention as some of the other 
awards, the James Norris Memorial 
Trophy is still very prestigious. The 
Norris is given to the best defenseman 
in the NHL during the regular 
season by NHL.com journalists. 
This season, there is no disputing the 
defensive dominance of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning’s Victor Hedman. Hedman 

has already won some major awards 
recently; last season, he won the Conn 
Smythe Trophy, given to the most 
valuable player of the playoffs, as well 
as the Stanley Cup. He also currently 
leads the Lightning in assists with 
36, a significant factor that helped 
the Lightning clinch the playoffs at 
the end of April. “I would argue he’s 
playing the best in his career right 
now,” said Lightning Head Coach 
Jon Cooper.

The Vezina Trophy
The Vezina Trophy is given to the 

best goaltender, taking into account 
goals against average (GAA), save 
percentages, and some subjectivity 
in terms of making highlight-reel 
plays. While Tampa Bay Lightning 
Goaltender Andrei Vasilevksy is 

time since 1931. In 2012, the Glaz-
ers placed ownership shares on the 
New York Stock Exchange, meaning 
that in theory, fans could purchase 
shares of the club. The catch was that 
the Glazers created two classifica-
tions for ownership stake: Classes A 
and B. They sold Class A shares on 
the NYSE, keeping Class B shares 
for themselves. The reason for the 
distinction? Class B shares hold ten 
times the voting power of Class A 
shares, giving Manchester United 
fans who own the Class A club stock 
virtually no decision-making power. 
This is in contrast to the German sys-
tem, where fans are required to own 
the majority of the club—the much-
praised “50+1” model. Addition-
ally, the Glazers are the only Premier 
League owners who pay themselves 
an annual dividend, worth around 
$28 million, according to The Athletic. 

While the fans who have con-

NHL Awards Picks: Who Takes Home the Hardware?

cerned themselves with ownership 
would have inevitably found the 
Glazers appalling, even casual fans 
who simply want to see a winning 
team also have grounds for criticism. 
The Glazers purchased a team that 
was at the height of English football, 
coached by one of the game’s most 
successful managers of all time, Sir 
Alex Ferguson, who presided over 13 
Premier League victories. Since Fer-
guson’s retirement in 2013, the club 
has not won a single league title and 
has not reached a Champions League 
semi-final since 2011. 

In the end, the fans’ protest forced 
the Glazers to pull Manchester Unit-
ed from the Super League. The pro-
test, however, was a display of pent-
up anger from the fans towards the 
Glazers; the Super League was sim-
ply the last straw. The Glazers played 
a financial game with the club at the 
expense of the fans and in the mean-
time, made the club decidedly less 
serious competitors. While the pro-
test was not inherently violent, some 
acts of violence committed on the 
day, including the injury of six police 
officers, have been used to diminish 
the legitimacy of the protest. “I don’t 
think it’s a good idea to have disrup-
tive behaviour, demonstrations of that 
kind,” Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
stated, “but on the other hand I do 
understand people’s strength of feel-
ing.” While some fans’ actions were 
reprehensible, don’t fans need to be 
“disruptive” if they want their pro-
tests to have an effect? All in all, 
Manchester United fans displayed 
power exceeding previous fan pro-
tests, and if the football community 
hopes to permanently quash a Super 
League, fans will need that power to 
do so. 

currently the favorite among NHL.
com writers and other sports analysts, 
Marc-Andre Fleury of the Vegas 
Golden Knights deserves the trophy. 
Though he has played fewer games 
this season, Fleury leads the NHL 
in GAA (1.87), and save percentage 
(.933). Vasilevsky is not far behind with 
a 1.90 GAA and a .932 save percentage. 
Additionally, both goalies can be 
seen making highlight-reel saves on 
a regular basis. Perhaps, then, what 
edges out Fleury is more subjective. For 
one, Fleury has never won the Vezina 
during his 17-year NHL career, one 
of the longest of any active goaltender, 
whereas Vasilevsky’s six-year career 
saw a Vezina Trophy in the 2018-
19 season.  Moreover, Fleury is the 
heart and soul of the Vegas Golden 
Knights, and he has stood on his head 

on countless occasions even when his 
team was not delivering offensively, 
stealing several wins as a result. While 
it will be a tough call, in the end, the 
Vezina ought to go to Fleury.

The Calder Memorial Trophy
The Calder Memorial Trophy 

is always one of the most exciting 
trophies of the lot, often because 
its recipient is expected to develop 
into a dominating force later in his 
career. Given annually to the rookie 
deemed most valuable to his team, 
there is one player this season thus 
far who has stood out well above the 
rest: Forward Kirill Kaprizov of the 
Minnesota Wild. Drafted in the fifth 
round in 2015 by the Wild, he has 
spent the last several seasons playing 
in Russia’s professional Kontinental 
Hockey League (KHL), where he 
led the league in scoring for two 
consecutive seasons. The 23-year-
old from Novokuznetsk, Russia has 
been making highlight-reel plays 
practically every night. Shawn Roarke, 
editorial director for NHL.com, 
commented, Kaprizov “is a unique 
combination of polished skill and 
unshakeable confidence that is rare 
in a rookie.” His performance this 
season so far—27 goals and 24 assists 
in 54 games played—has earned him 
such praise. With the regular season 
coming to a close this week, there is 
no doubt that Kaprizov will be taking 
home the Calder.

Manchester United protests on May 2. Courtesy of Sports Illustrated

Left: Patrick Kane of the Chicago Blackhawks, Right: Marc-Andre Fleury of the Vegas Golden Knights. Courtesy of NHL.com
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The Field Side of Track and Field
Andrew BoAnoh ’23

Unfortunately, for many in this 
country, mainstream sports are the 
only athletic events the general 
public will ever be exposed to, leaving 
more niche competitions somewhat 
neglected. Track and field suffers from 
this phenomenon, even within the 
sport; everyone has heard of Usain 
Bolt’s dominance of the 100 meter 
dash, but few have heard of David 
Storl’s 22.72 m shot put. 

I despise seeing the look on people’s 
faces after I tell them that I do track, 
but don’t run. “What?” they say, “but 
isn’t that all that track is about?” Well 
no, unnamed and blissfully ignorant 
friend, there are, in fact, athletic 
competitions that take place in the 
field.  Each of the traditional throwing 
events—discus,  shot put, and javelin—
have a claim as some of the only events 
featured in the first Ancient Greek 
Olympic Games; however, when it 
comes to the modern games, they seem 
to take a backseat to the other events. 
The ‘field’ of track and field, often 
neglected by the general populace, 

deserves more respect.
Throwing a discus at a competitive 

level requires incredible agility, 
balance, and coordination. Though 
surface-level observations would 
lead one to view the discus-throw 
as a movement of brute power, in 
some ways, the technique needed to 
throw the discus is more similar to 
a ballerina’s dance than to any other 
movement. Throwers start by facing 
the back of the eight-foot circle they 
are confined in and wind up 
the implement to generate 
momentum from a static 
position. Then, the 
goal is to get to 
the front of the 
circle as fast 
as possible, 
using the 
n o n -
dominant 
foot as a 
pivot point. Finally, the discus must be 
released nearly parallel to the ground 
with a clockwise topspin to ensure 
that it flies in an aerodynamic manner. 
If the implement falls outside of the 

Crew Takes on Mid-Atlantic Championships
ethAn MArkel ’21 And eric 

MorAis’ 21
MAnAging editor of the 140th 

BoArd

In past years, the Lawrenceville 
Boys and Girls Crew programs began 
each campaign with a spring training 
trip prior to the start of the racing 
season. Spring training serves as the 
first opportunity for novice rowers to 
learn the fundamentals of rowing 
and for varsity candidates to 
translate gains in fitness from the 
winter into tangible boat speed. 
This year, neither program was 
able to partake in such preseason 
training camps, meaning each crew’s 
time on the water before racing 
this season was severely limited. 
Nevertheless, both programs have 
competed almost every weekend of 
the season so far, navigating a schedule 
that includes races in various types 
of boats and distances.  In particular, 
both the Boys and Girls recently raced 
in fours over a 1500 meter course at 
Mercer Lake, ultimately combining 
for a Brown Cup win over the Peddie 
School last weekend as well as a 
Mid-Atlantic Prep League (MAPL) 
Championship win for the Boys and a 
third-place finish for the Girls. After 
that strong showing, both programs 
competed this past weekend at the 

Mid-Atlantic Championships, a 
2000 meter event featuring stiff 
competition from some of the 
strongest scholastic and club crews 
in the region.

The Girls Varsity Four placed ninth 
in its time trial with a time of 7:39.7 
minutes amidst a very competitive 
pool of 11  boats. In the second Varsity 
Four event, Lawrenceville Girls 

finished fourth in their preliminary 
heat. The crew narrowly missed out 
on qualification for the final, as Big 
Red finished with a time of 8:19.9, 
less than two seconds behind the 
third-place Row New Jersey crew. 
Lawrenceville’s stroke, (the rower 
who sets the cadence for the rest of the 
boat) Amelia Devine ’21, recounted 
the race, saying that after a tough start 
the boat had to work hard to “maintain 
speed and power down the course.” 
She noted that the final 500 meters 
of the race were especially grueling, 
but the boat pushed through.

Lawrenceville’s U17 Eight rowed 
a time of 7:29.9 in its time trial on 
Saturday. Head Coach of Girls Crew 
Bernadette Teeley P’24 commented, 
“It’s truly remarkable when I look at 
where this boat was a week ago at 
MAPLs and where [it stands] now; 
[its] progress is incredible.” The Girls 
Novice Eight, largely composed 
of II Formers, finished third in its 

preliminary heat on Saturday with a 
time of 8:31.3, qualifying for the final 
on Sunday. The Girls Novice Four also 
competed in the finals on Sunday, 
finishing in sixth.  Commenting on 
each crew,  Teeley said,  “Our strategy 
is we pour our hearts out on the first 
500 [meters], then 1000 [meters], 
then do what we need to do at that 
point to finish the race well.”  

The Boys Varsity Eight started the 
weekend with a solid 5:57.7 in the 
1900 meter time trial, slotting Big 

Red at sixth place heading into the 
final. Co-Captain Guy Ferrera ’21 
said that the boat’s strategy focused 
on an aggressive start, saying, “We 
knew we could hang with top notch 
crews rowing all year long.” After a 
tight start to the race, Ferrera noted 
that the boat unfortunately suffered 
from small waves coming from the 
referee’s motor boat, contributing to 

a sixth place finish with a 

time of 6:27.9 in the 
final. However, Ferrera is focused on 
using future races to “showcase our 
speed and the miles that we’ve put 
in.” The Second Varsity Eight finished 
sixth in its event, a single 2000m time 
trial, with a time of 6:38.4, falling to 
a strong collection of crews from St. 
Joseph’s Prep and Mercer Rowing. 

The Boys Freshman Eight had 
a solid performance on Saturday, 
finishing third in its heat with a time 
of 7:13.8, a fraction of a second ahead 
of Christian Brothers Academy, 

losing only to the Hun School and 
St. Joseph’s Prep. In the same event, 
the Boys Novice Eight finished fifth 
with a time of 7:58.2, while the Boys 
Third Eight came in sixth, finishing 
the course in 8:09.7. Boys Freshmen 
Coach Annie Wilcox P’15 ’18 ’19 
spoke highly of the Freshman and 
Novice crews, saying, “Though it 
was disappointing not to have spring 
training this year, the [II Formers] 
are really starting to figure things 

out. They’re starting to see just 
how valuable the work they do 

during practice is and seeing 
it pay off on race day.” 

This weekend Girls 
and Boys Crew wil l 
compete at the prestigious 
Stotesbury Cup Regatta on 
Philadelphia’s Schuylkill 

River, a 1500m course. Each 
Lawrenceville boat competing in 
the regatta has one final opportunity 
to showcase the speed and progress 
they made over the course of this 
season. While most Lawrenceville 
crews’ seasons will end that weekend, 
the Boys Varsity Eight will be 
gunning to qualify for one more 
weekend of racing at the Scholastic 
Rowing Association of America 
National Championships Regatta 
by producing a strong showing at 
Stotesbury.
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sector, the throw is a scratch; if the 
athlete steps outside of the circle at 
any time before the 
implement lands, 
the throw is a 
scratch; if 

the athlete does not exit out of the 
backside of the circle,the throw is 
scratch. Complicated, right?

The lesser-known shot put is equally 
difficult. For one, the name of the event 

to 340 ft. 
With so many intricate techniques 

to perfect, Olympic-level throwers 
are incredible athletes. The current 
Olympic shot put champion, 
American Ryan Crouser, is a 6’7”, 
320-lb mountain of a man. At this size, 
Crouser could be an elite NFL lineman 
but instead decides to spend his time 
doing backflips, squatting upwards of 
700 lb, and benching an insane 500 lb. 
On the javelin side of things, Johannes 
Vetter of Germany, along with being 
an Olympic champion javelin thrower, 
also qualified for the hurdle trials of the 
2016 competition in Rio de Janeiro. 

With so many great athletes 
competing in field events, it is 
undeniable that the sport deserves 
more ‘clout’ than it currently has. 
Perhaps you, the reader, will consider 
picking up a discus and trying it out 
yourself.  Perhaps launching a javelin 
at absurd exit velocities appeals to 
you, or perhaps chucking the massive 
shotput suits your fancy—whichever 
field event you choose to participate 
in or watch, we throwers hope you 
join the dark side.

is indicative of the style of release 
that must be utilized to accelerate the 
12-pound implement as far as possible. 
Athletes put the shot—essentially 
pushing the implement. Throwing 
it like a baseball would result in a 
foul and, most likely, a dislocated 
shoulder. Some athletes subscribe to 
the glide technique, in which they 
start at the back of the circle and kick 

back aggressively towards the 
toeboard at the front. When 
they reach their maximum 
velocity, they turn forcefully, 

launching the implement while 
trying to remain in the circle. 

Finally, the javelin throw 
involves flexibility, torque, and 
sheer speed. With no circle 
to hold them back, javelin 

throwers take a long run-
up. Then, having 

built up immense 
momentum, they 

plant their block leg and turn 
themselves into human trebuchets, 
launching the javelin into the air at 
speeds of up to 80 miles per hour, 
reaching maximum distances of up 
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